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Abundant historical material enables us to fol-
low closely the development of his plans and the
course and conduct of his campaigns. His stand-
ard inscription upon alabaster * contains three hun-
dred and eighty-nine lines of writing, and gives, in
almost epic grandeur, the story of the truly im-
perial plans which he had made for Assyria. This
longest and best known text is supplemented by
no less than eight other texts/ some shorter origi-
nally, some fragmentary. Some of these are repeti-
tions, either in the same or varying phrase, and
thus add to the certainty of the text which may
be made from their comparison.

In the very first year of the king's reign his
campaigns of conquest begin, and it is in the north
that he must first tranquilize populations by de-
struction and savage butchery. The course of his
march was first northwestward, apparently follow-
ing closely the course of the Tigris for a short
distance and then striking due north over " im-
passable roads and trackless mountains" to the

1 This fine monolith, discovered by Layard at Nimroud, was first pub-
lished by him (Inscriptions in the, Cuneiform Character, plates 1-11) in a
very fragmentary manner It is republished I R. 17-26* The first
English translation by Rodwell (Records of tlw Past, First Series, pp. 37-80)
is well supplanted by the new translation by Sayce, with numerous valuable
geographical and historical notes (Records of the Past, New Series, H,
pp, 128-17'?). There is a very valuable translation of col. i, lines 1-99,
with notes, by Lhotzky (Die Anntilcn AmwnazirpaPs, Miuichen, 1884), but
this was unfortunately never carried further. The entire text is trans-
lated by Peiser, Kdtinschrift. Bill, i, pp. 60-119.

3The most important of the lesser inscriptions are the following:
(a) HI R, 4, No. 8, translated by Peiser, op, <?&, 5, pp 122, 123 j (b) I R.
28. A hunting inscription to which belongs also III R. 4, No. 1 (comp.
Delitzsch, Die Jfossewr, p. 10), translated by Peiser, <>p. ctV., i, pp. 122-129,